
 
 

January 2018 Newsletter 

 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

Jan. 13: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop.  

              Emphasis on repotting. 

Jan. 27: Junipers for sales. 

Feb. 10: Junipers for sales. 

March 10: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

April 14: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 

April 20-22: LSBF Convention. Longview. 

May 6: Sunday. Visiting speaker Roy Nagatoshi. 

May 18-20: Exhibition. Rose Room.  

Friday night: set-up. Viewing Saturday & Sunday. 

June 9: TBD 

July 14: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop (Pines?) 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: TBD 

Oct. 13: LSBF traveling speaker? 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 
 

 

Happy New Year! 

It’s time to renew your 

membership for 2018! 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 

 Happy New Year. I hope everyone has 

protection for their trees as this has been probably the 

longest cold spell bellow freezing temperatures I can 

remember in a long time. I would say that 2017 was 

a good year for the FWBS. Although, we haven’t 

grown in size much we do have several new 

members that are regularly attending our Saturday 

meetings. I think this is an encouraging sign and I 

hope we can continue this trend into 2018. As I 

mentioned before our stated mission from the FWBS 

bylaws “is to promote knowledge and interest in 

bonsai” I think we are on the right track to 

accomplish this goal for 2018.   

 Our website continues to  generated quite a 

bit of interest. If I’m not mistaken several of the new 

members learned about FWBS through this website. 

Thanks to Terry for continuing to update and monitor 

the site. Please visit our sight and add any Bonsai 

related information to share with the 

club.   http://fortworthbonsai.org This is one of our 

best ways to communicate with the bonsai 

community in Texas and throughout the world. 

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. We have 

finally been able to remove the old bogus sight so 

you will be on the correct sight if you search for Fort 

Worth Bonsai Society.     

 The start of this year looks like a lot of fun 

activities for the FWBS. We will have 2 club 

meetings in January. January 13th is a repotting 

workshop so bring some trees and soil and we can 

repot. This is a very important aspect of Bonsai and 

we should all learn some new techniques on 

repotting. Our second FWBS meeting in January is 

our annual Juniper tree styling. This is where we all 

get together to style trees that we sell at the Japanese 

Spring and Fall Festivals. January 27th and February 

10th. Are scheduled for the Junipers. This is a fun 

HANDS ON event where we all style and repot trees. 

So if your new to our club come have some fun while 

helping the club out at the same time. This is one of 

our only ways to generate revenue for the FWBS so 

all your help is appreciated. Its also a fun time for 

all.  

 It looks like another fun year for the FWBS 

with a lot of local activity and fellowship. Please 

remember to save the dates for the LSBF Convention 

in Longview April 19-22, 2018. It looks like they 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


have secured some great artists for this convention so 

you won’t be disappointed.  More info to come as of 

now you can register at: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention 

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

As Mark always says, 

Happy Styling, 

Dan 

January’s Program: 

Bonsai Smith’s Workshop  

with emphasis on repotting. 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 

 Howard and Sylvia Smith from Dallas will be 

here this month on January 13th to help us learn more 

about repotting. All members may bring up to two 

trees for hands on help with repotting and root 

pruning. For those who don’t have experience with 

repotting I have listed some items you might want to 

bring below: 

 The plant you need help repotting (up to 2) 

 A suitable pot (size about 2/3s the height or 

width of the tree, depth about width of trunk, must 

have drainage holes.) 

 Drainage hole covers (Japanese mesh or 

plastic embroidery canvas) 

 Soil mix (You may contact Sylvia if you want 

to get soil components from them. 972-754-9883)  

If you don’t know what makes a good soil mix, you 

should have come to the program we had a couple of 

months ago. In general you want 1 part each of 

pumice, lava sand and a baked clay such as Japanese 

Akadama, turface, or expanded shale. Some people 

(such as myself), like to add ground bark so the 

plants do not need such frequent watering. All the 

components need to be sifted to remove particles 

larger than ¼ inch and smaller than 1/16th inch. There 

will not be facilities for sifting at the meeting, this 

must be done at home before the meeting. 

 Tools- bamboo chopstick (taper pointed end 

slightly with pencil sharpener), root pruning scissors, 

wire to tie tree into pot, large root pruner if you have 

one. Usual bonsai pruning tools, as repotting is a 

good time to refine the shape of dormant trees. 

 Come on out, there’s always more to learn 

about bonsai!  

 There will be a second meeting this month on 

January 27th to create juniper bonsai to sell at the 

Spring and Fall Japanese Festival. 

Last Month’s Meeting:  

Christmas Party. 

 
Everyone who came had a good time. Mark and 

Steven sported festive attire. 

 

 
There was lots of food to enjoy.  

 

 
The beautiful gifts resulted in a vicious Chinese Gift 

Exchange where hardly any present selection went 

unchallenged.  

 

 
Everyone enjoyed the results of the gift exchange. 

 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/2018-convention


 
Mark’s Dwarf Kumquat, complete with lots of 

brightly colored fruit won the tree decorating 

contest. Thanks to everyone who brought  

entries to decorate the tables.  

   

When Is a Kusamono Not a Kusamono? 
Submitted by Steven Hendricks 

 

Kusamono (literally "grass thing") and shitakusa 

(literally "undergrass") are a potted collection of 

plants designed to be viewed either in 

accompaniment with bonsai or alone.  

 

The term kusamono is properly used when the 

planting is displayed as the center of attention, while 

the term shitakusa is the proper term for plantings 

that accompany bonsai displays. Both kusamono and 

shitakusa are displayed separately in special pots, 

driftwood, or even stones. 

 

Shitakusa are more commonly referred to as “accent 

plants” a term that avoids confusion of the two terms. 

 

If you have been calling accent plants “kusamono” 

don’t feel bad.  Most of us have.  Now you know the 

difference. 

 

2018 LSBF Convention 
 The brochure and registration for the 2018 LSBF 

Annual Convention is now available on the LSBF 

website. Below is some additional information. 

 

2018-LONE STAR BONSAI FEDERATION ANNUAL 

CONVENTION: “Blooming Bonsai” hosted by the 

Longview Bonsai Society on April 20-22, 2018. 

 Hilton Garden Inn, Longview, Texas 

 Featured artists: 

“Bonsai Boon” Manakitivipart, California 

Rodney Clemons, Georgia 

Mike Lane, Florida 

 Registration available on the website: 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/12/ 2018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai- 

Brochure_web.pdf 

Regards, Ben 

Ben Karlson 

bkarlson@gmail.com 

 

 

2018 LSBF Convention 
 As a reminder, please reserve April 19-22 on 

your calendar next year for the LSBF State 

convention in Longview.  The convention will be 

held at a new Hilton Garden Inn and the Longview 

club has negotiated for a $99/night room 

rate.  Headline artists are “Bonsai Boon” 

Manakitivipart, Rodney Clemons from Georgia, and 

Mike Lane from Wigert’s nursery in 

Florida.  Registration materials will be available in 

January, 2018 and Longview is working hard to price 

registration and workshops for the convention as low 

as possible to make it an affordable convention for 

everyone.  Workshop materials include Brazilian 

raintrees, miniature weeping crepe myrtles, and 

lavender star flowers among others.   

 

JANUARY BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 Time to get out and check your shovel, loppers, 

chain saw, and your other favorite collecting 

paraphernalia.  Be ready to join the group when a dig is 

scheduled.  That’s the very best way to get old material 

that will do well in your area.  If you are lucky you may 

just find one that nature, machinery, or cows have done 

most of the styling for you. 

 Cold weather is here again.  Be sure your trees are 

well watered before going thru a deep freeze.  They will 

be losing water to evaporation but will not be able to 

replenish it if the soil is frozen.  Protection from high 

winds is also necessary so the tops will not dry out.  

Sunlight is not necessary on deciduous trees when they 

have lost their leaves.  In fact, it can be bad for the tree 

because it may heat up the trunk and soil which could 

make the tree come out of dormancy too early. 

 I advocate placing the hardy trees on a well 

drained ground bed in a protected shady area.  Then cover 

the pots with a shallow layer of mulch.  You should know 

which trees have a greater need for water.  If you put these 

trees together it will be easier to check your need for 

watering while they are in the bed. 

http://www.lonestarbonsai.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/%202018-LSBF-Blooming-Bonsai-%20Brochure_web.pdf
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 I would treat the evergreens in a similar manner 

but put them where they can get some sun. 

 Of course the tender and semi-tender trees need 

protection.  The semi-tender (e.g. crape myrtle, 

pomegranate and other ’natives’ that are on the edge of 

their range) get left out for some frost but no freezing.  

When freezing is expected they need to be put in a cool 

area.  If they show growth again they go to the greenhouse 

 Tender or tropical trees that are kept indoors will 

be using more water to offset the lower humidity.  Soil 

will also be losing water faster through its surface.  Be 

sure to watch the indoor trees for insect problems.  Most 

plant insects love a controlled atmosphere like the 

indoors.  Spider mites seem to get the most attention here 

because they do great in a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be an easily overlooked 

source of trouble.  There is usually more severe problems 

with plants that have been kept outdoors in summer than 

brought in without any treatment.  Indoor trees need to be 

fertilized regularly and will require periodic trimming as 

they continue to grow through the winter. 

 Greenhouses are much the same as indoors.  

However, most greenhouses are kept more humid.  The 

higher humidity is to the liking of aphids and fungal 

diseases.  It may also result in your keeping the soil too 

moist with associated root problems.  Use you standard 

insect controls that you used last summer.  I use my 

Garrett Juice mixture. 

 Back to the outdoor trees.  Any long warm spells 

during the month could activate some of the insect 

problems but as a rule there are no special needs to look 

for in January.  Spraying with a dormant oil spray will kill 

adults, nymphs, and eggs of any trying to over-winter on 

your trees.  Some dormant sprays can be used on new 

growth but better results overall will be obtained if you do 

it before Valentines Day.  A weak lime sulphur dormant 

spray will also get fungal spores and should be done 

before Feb 1 and not at all if any green is showing. 

 If you have your summer display and growing 

benches cleared, you could use a stronger solution lime 

sulphur to disinfect that area too.  The underside of the 

benches should be sprayed also.  Might even eliminate 

spider mites next year.   

 Styling can be done at this time but no repotting 

unless you are going to keep the tree from freezing after 

that.  Repotting initiates new root development which is 

usually not very hardy. 

 A better approach would be to study one or two 

thoroughly each day making notes on what needs to be 

done.  January is an excellent time to start any remodeling 

projects that may be necessary.  While the trees are 

dormant you have better view of the branch structure.  Do 

any need to be moved or removed?  Do any coarse 

branches need to be cut back to a smaller side branch for 

refinement?  Do any long straight branches need wiring 

to give them motion?  Does the tree really need a drastic 

redesign?  You can also trim the twigs back while you 

have them there. 

  

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Ni Guttenfelder 

 nkt6918@yahoo.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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